"The solution to this puzzle is elementary, my dear Watson."

Devised by: Steve Hames

With Assistance from Frank Wood and Pat Brooks



Lean back in your most comfortable armchair, put on some violin music and prepare yourself
for quite a three pipe problem. The time has come for another of the notorious Armchair Treasure
Hunts.

Somewhere east of Havenstreet and south of Wickham St Paul, I have hidden a small box. The
substance of the case is to locate it. Clues can be found in the following general knowledge
questions, as well as in the accompanying illustrations, There will, as usual, be prizes for the
first finder of the box, as well as for the best solutions to the entire puzzle.

The answer to each of the questions is a single word, name or short phrase. Itis a not unreasonable
assumption that the first letters of the answers may lead you to a linking sentence. This could
turn out to be helpful. Use surnames (except in a few obvious examples), and omit "the’, "an’
etc. if necessary. You should ensure that all your answers fit the linking sentence. If they do not
then either you are wrong, or you have found an answer other then the one I believe to be correct.
In this case, try to find 'my’ answer. Marks will only be given for alternatives if they are
accompanied by some sort of justification.

The marking scheme gives most credit for those questions found to be the most difficult. Marks
will be awarded for the general knowledge questions and finding the treasure.

If you find the treasure, then read the instructions inside. Replace it in its original position,
having due regard for later seekers. It is of course not an impossibility, though improbable, that
someone unconnected with the hunt may interfere with the treasure; if you are sure that you
have reached the correct place and there is nothing there, please try to contact me.

As is usual with these hunts, there a few red herrings that could cause you a reversal. It is best
to ensure that you have found all of the clues before attempting to apprehend your quarry.
Remember, finding such treasures has nothing to do with inspiration - just perspiration.

There is no entry form as such - any piece of paper will do as long as the answers are legible.
You do not need to justify answers unless you wish to, or it is implicit in the question to do so.
Don’t forget to attach the ticket from the Treasure box if you find it.

There are four prizes, all of Harrods vouchers. The first finder of the box will receive £50. There
is another £50 for the best solution to the puzzle, and there are also second (£25) and third (£15)
prizes in this category. Finally, there is a small prize for the person scoring more than, but closest
to, 100 points. No person / team may win more than one prize. -

Entries must reach me by Monday 13 January. Answers and results will be sent out as soon as
possible after this, but only to people who have entered the competition. If, by any chance, the
treasure has not been found, then additional clues will be issued, but again, only to people who
have entered the competition. I suggest that all entrants keep a copy of the questions and of their
answers.

My thanks must go to Pat for putting up with me, to Michael Green for the coarse of action
(providing the Real Death), to Frank Wood for inspiration and to the Sports and Social Club for
the prizes. Also, my apologies to Sidney Paget.

Good Luck!
Steve Hames §H 3/DS
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